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The Congressional Distriet.

The bill redistricting the Biate was

passed in great hurry and confusion
in the lnst hours of the session of the
Legislature, and is incongruous and de-
feotive in many particulars. The dis-
tricts are not equal in population und
are far from being geographically com-
pact. It is entirely competent for the
next Legislature when it mects to make
such changes as are necessary to remedy

these defects.

Mi. Breg, of Kentucky, with Mr.
Vance, of Narth Carolina as his condju-
tor, leads the opposition ngainst the
‘monopolists in * the Benate; and Mr.
Carlisle also of Kentucky, with Megars,
Tucker of Vivginis, and Mills, of Texas,
as his prineipal condjutors leads the op-
position, to them in the House.

The Poatal B;l:vioo;.

As to the matter of reform in the pos-
tal service, what the people in the coun-
try mokt need is not so wuch a reduction
of postage as more expeditions and di-
rect mail routes. Give them more [re-
quent mails and less circuitous lines, and
they will readily pay the preseut rates
of postage.

Born parties in Congress have cau-
cussed on the tariff question. The Re-
publicans have agreed to wse all their
efforts to puss o bill, and the Domoerats
have determined, while claiming the
right of free discussion and elose scru-
tiny, not to fillibuster to prevent action.
The Republicans having n majority in
both houses will be responsible for what-
ever is done.

Tur Agriculturnl Appropristion bill,
passod by Congress approprinted $4006,-
640. It provides for continuing the ex-
periments in the manufacture of sugir
from sorghum and other vegetable
plants, for the purchase, propagation,
and distribution of seeds, plants, shrubs,
ete,, und for the maintenance of the
Agricultural Burean of the Interior De-

o | gove them eight years longer lease of
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|Civil Bervics Reform—Republican
Tacties.

While the governmental policy of the
Republican party is odious and has
brought it into disfavor with the people,
the ability and courage of its leaders
cannot be gainsayed. On several memo-
rable occasions, they have literally turn-
ed defest into victory. Notably in
1876-77, when after their defeat in the
Presidential election, their audacity and
courage arose with the emergency and

power in defiance of the decision of the
people that they should be retired.
Their strategic resources have been won-
derfully displayed in their mansgement
of the civil service question. Their
reckless and wanton sbuse of public
trust; their appointment of thousands
of personn for partisan reasons without
regard to qualification; their peculation
and plundering, caused the reform move-
ment which carried the elections last
full. Quick to discover the popular
feeling, without & moment’s hesitation,
as soon a8 Congress mssembled they
sprang to the front of the “procession,
with flaming colors inseribed CIviL
Bervice Reporm, and procluiming them-
gelyven better than the genuine reformers,
they took charge of the Pendleton bill
(which, by the way, was the handiwork
of Dorman B, Eaton, a Republiean,) and
asuming that it would be a panacea
for ull the ills a suflering poople needed
relief from, took care to vote down all
amendments which were intended to ad-

1
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Kuklux Case.

A decision has been rendered by the
Sypreme Court of the United Statesin|
g case from Tennessee, the U. .
R. GG. Harris, to the effect that section
5519 (Revised Statutes) is unconstitu-
tional. The section is as follows:

r more persons jn any State or
Telrlriz;,vo compir‘: or go in disguise on

the hig'hwa . or on the
another, fo

he pu

under the laws, or for the pu

The eourt holds, in an elaborate opin-
ion by Justice Woods, that this section
is not supported by the authority of the
Federal constitution, and that its enact-
ment wis beyond the power of Congress

The facts out of which this litigation
nrises, so far as they are distlosed by the
record and pleadings, are briefly as fol
lows:

Home time in the year 1877, four cit-
izens of Tennessee, supposed to be color-

ed men, wlthough not so deseribed in the
record, were arrested by one Tugker, u |

Important Decision of the Bupreme| [y «peaking of appointments in the
Court of the United States in a

8, versus [ MR

remisex ©
of depriving,
either directly or indirectly, any person
or any class of persons, of eq ;
tion of the laws, of an equal privilege
of pre-
venting or hindering the constituted au-
thorities of any State or Territory from
to all persons within
such States or Territory equal protec-
tion of the laws, each of such persons
be punished by u fine of not less
'-ﬁO}.I nor more than $5,000, or by
imprisonment with or without labor of
not less than six months nor more than
six years, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment.

Prow:-

l.'-huth. the President is reported to have
| said to a Georgia friend that he had
| resched the econclusion that in the
| future he would sppoint but few colored
to office, and that he should be care-
ful, in selecting the few, to appoint only
those whose character for ability and
integrity was unquestioned. He was
satisfied, he said, that the appointment
of colored men tended to keep white
f | men of standing out of the Republican
party. That may be sufficient reason
for a President, but it is not statesman-
like.

Ox the 24th January Senator Brown,
of Georgia, voted with the protectionista
to protect iron ore. Had he voted with
the Democrats, iron ore would have been
placed on the free list. He vindicated
his yote by an ingenuous argument.
He is always plausible. This is not the
first, nor the most memorable instance,
of his going with the other side against
his own. In reference to iron ore, we
do not know that either a highor a low
duty would have much effect upon its
importation. What is most wanted is a
tariff for revenue, and not for protection,
on iron in its refined and manufactured
state. It is not a free list that is
neeaded, but “a tariff for revenue only.”

A Railroad Mortgaged.

Mesmrimis, Jan. 25.—The Memphis,
Solma and Brunswick Railroad Compa-
ny filed with the County Register to-
daty a first mortgage for $6,000,000 upon

, 1383.

| The East MWississippi Insane Asylum.

AN ERROXEOUS STATEMENT CORRECTED.

The following from the Meridian Ob-
server corrects the statement that the
fifty thousand dollars appropriated by
the Legislature for puilding the new in-
sane asylum, had been expended in luy-
ing the foundations, and that it would
not be in condition to receive patients
until an additional large sum is expend-
ed in in its construction, contrary to the
intent of the Legislature. The com-
ments of the press were based upon the
statement of another contemporary at
Meridian. Having published it, we are
glad to reproduce the correction.

Bays the Observer:

The paragraph aod similar articles that
we have seen, does great injustice to the
Commissioners for the erection of the in-
sane asylum here. The net of the Legisla.
ture required that s building of sufficient
capneity for the eare and maintensnce of
two hundred and fifty patients, to be furn-
jshed with necessary boiler power and en-
gine, hot and cold water, gns pipes and
appurtenances suitable for the proper
equipment of an institution for the insane,
ghould be built for $50,000. The Commis-
sionera have done the best possible under
the cireumstances, They have made 4 con-
tract for the erection of sn asylum for
the #50,000 appropristed, which will
huve eapucity for the requisite number of
patients, and will be ready for use during
the summer, though there will be painting
und extra work necessary to finish it in the
style in which such a buildiug should be
completed, It is not true that the money

of 1884,

the dng, It authorizes the

people.

low the Presidentinl election,

reform,
hoodwinked.

mepsure that will

not to be

them look out for the simoon.
Civil Bervice Reform!

1884,

bers of Congress,

mitof s change of the officeholders touched
by the bill so g8 to retain their partisans
in office under 8 Demoerntic ndminstra-
tion, even if the worse should come to
the worst for their party in the election
The bill provides for competi-
tive examinations for the outs, not for
incoming
hoard to be appointed by n Republican
President, thus holding in their own
hands the machinery by which new ap-
pointments are made, und vesting them
in a body whichis far removed from the

The Republican manngers have thus
gecured the passage of n measure which
will enable them to hold all the offices
to which It relates, during a Republican
administration, and give them more than
un even chance for holding the offices
if & Democraticadministration should fol-

There is this consolation: The people
have demnnded a civil gervice reform

They are
They have
clected o Demoeratic majority to the
popular branch of Congress pledged to
execute their will. The law is amenable,
If the other branch of Congress and the
Executive stand in the way, then let

In this sign
the Democratic hosta will conquer in

The Civil Service Reform Bill-Mem-

The following sections of the civil ser-
vice reform bill, which has recently be-
come o law, are designed to prevent the

deputy sheriff, on warrants issued by N
justice of the peace, and held to answer
cortain erimingl charges, the sature of
which is ngt st forth. While in cus
tody of the sherifi®s deputy, these four
srisoners were attacked by an armed
lnnl\' of men, of whom defendant Harris
was one, and so severely beaten, wounded
and maltreated, that P. N, Wells, one of
their number, died from his injuries,
An indictment was found by the grand
jury against Harris and his associates of
the mttacking [:m'ty under section 5519
of the Reviked Statutes, charging them
with conspiracy “to deprive the four
prisoners above-mentioned of their right
to due and equal protection of the luws
of Tennessee and of their right to be pro-
teeted from violence while under arrest.
Defendants demurred to the indictment
on the grounds:

1.That offenses created by section
6619 of the Revised Statutes are not
constitutionally within the jurisdiction

of the couris of the l?nitu"l.'l States, but
are cognizable by State tribunals only:
and

which is graded.

all their property and franchises, to
gunrantee the Trust and Safe Deposlt
Company, of Phladelphia, for the pur-
pose of raising funds to build and equip
the road from Memphis to Holly Sprin
thence on to the western line of A
bama, a distance of 175 miles, only 75 of
This roud constitutes
a portion of the system controlled by
the Erlanger syndicate.

[On this road, the lessees of the Mis-
gissippi penitentiary have a large force.
It will be completed between Holly
Springs and Memphis at an early day.]
Massacnuserts has had a Railroad

Commissioner fourteen years. They are
still building railroads in that State.

Tae Mobile & Ohio Road is out of
the hands of a receiver and has been
turned over to the dwners.

Me. J. A. HAIRE is now associated

thereof.

ality of the section of the Revised Sta

stitutional.

An Elective J udiei;ry.

and suyvs:

2, That paid section 5519, in so far as
it creates offenses and imposes ponalties,
is in violation of the Federal Constitu-
tion and an infringement of the right
of the several Statesannd of the people

Upon the trinl of the case, the judges
of the Circnit Court found themselves
unable to agree as to the constitution-

utes above referred to, and certified the
question to the Bupreme Court for a de-
cision, which was that the law is uncon-
When the rightsof acitizen
are violated by another eitizen, his rem-
edy must be found in the State Conrts.

New York has an clective judiciary,
The Brooklyn Eagle favors the system,

with Mr. E. T. Thompson in the publi-
cation of that excellent paper, the Aber-
deen Weekly.

LTae lost Diamond,” a drama by
Col. W, O. Falkner, the distinguished
author, is to be performed on the stage
and will no doubt be a success,

AcconrpINGg to the figures prepared by
t- | Mr. McPherson, Clerk of the House of
Representatives, the next House will be
composed of 120 Republicans, 6 Read-
justers, 2 Greenback-labor, 5 Independ-
ents and 192 Democrats.

Tar House Committee on Agrieulture
have agroed to report the bill for the
creation of an Agricultural Commission.
It will be reported with an amendment
enlarging the scope of the investigation
of the Commission so as to include not
only agricultural products, but every-

has all been expended on the foundation
and basement of the main building, nor
that work has been discontioned. The
whole amount expendod up to this time is
but u little over $8,00), and whenaver the
weather ik suitable the work is pushed as
rapidly as possible. For the 1t month or
six wecks the rains nnd ecold weather
huve greatly impeded the work, but it is
utill going on, nnd has at no timwe been sus-
pended. The conduot of the Commission-
ers will bear the elosest investigation. We
believe they have acted for the best inter-
osts of the State. They are all tax payers
snd could bhave mo incentive to do other
wise, We feel ussured that the work will be
well done, and that the asylum when com.
pleted will answer all the requirements of
the amet of the Legislature and be the
cheapest building of the kind ever erected
in the South.

In addition to the foregoing, we will
copy the SBun's explanation of its state-
ment, which lead to the misapprehen-
sion:

* In the first place, the Snn merely gave it
a4 its opinjon, only for what that oepinion
was worth, which we so stated at the time,
that the amount of the nppropriation was
not sufficient to complete the building on
the plan begun, In mentioning this mat-
ter in this light we had in our mind 1he put-
ting in condition the building to mccomo-
dute the overplus of insane persons in the
State, ontside the asylnm at Jnckson, and
the necessary improvements to make it hab-
itable. These prerequisites we olassed as
“the unfin:shed condition” in- which we
thought the building would be left after the
present appropristion should have been ex-
gep.led. he bill, we think, authorized the

uilding of an ssylum only, for which a cer-
tain amount was sét nourt, This could be
expended on the building in strict sonfor-
mity to law and yet the institation be far
from u condition for oceupancy. We have
never had any conversation with either
commissioners or cenirnctors regarding the
branch asylum, and are therefore unable to
speak ndvisedly of the terms of egntract or
of the amount of money already expended

Exchange. ]
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A Poor Rule that Dowt y
Ways,
Macon Beacon.] :
The reported canse of W
the r at Madisan By
he advocated Barksdaley
is a poor rule that won's
—Democratic stock is guj
A premium, and we tryst
postmasters, in the dists
advocate the election of Bur
be promptly removed whex
patronage is in Democratie o

I ._.-
Capital Punishmest
Philadelphis American]
Statistics show that the
cupi]:al ?Jiiahmens in m
works as badly in Maine g fy
In 1870, the convicts ;
imprizonment for murder
cent. of the whole mumber: i
r cent.; in 1882, 25 Per o
orty men are now in pris
sentence, ?nd the numn ‘EL
on growing, With evory i
E?omlg:oﬁactgof the pux e
minished—for erime, like e
sort of misery, likes oo
keep it in countenance, =

Heed the Will of the

From Governor Cornell’s
dress.] =~
The le of the State are!
rulers.pm'Fhw whom they de

form official trusts, to make
cute them, are but the expons
views, the custodians of theirs
and the instruments of the
will. Haiéwiue, herefore, ¥
representative eapacity

ohl; s the influence or ¢

will, In these cercu

is presented a_fitting
maxim that the just powens|
ment are derived from the o
the governed. All suocesfil’
eminate from enlightened publ
ment, and whatever motive
tend the choice of offieial perm
will only succeed which has &
and ultimate object the mai
and promotion of good and
ernment. =

partment. Honators and Representatives in - Con-
gress from interfering in the appoint-
ment of persons employed in the depart-

ments at Washington; and from solicit- | #1se of the opinion thut there are xafegunrda
) T3 for the right in the elective system, which
ing and receving maoney from govern-| caunot be looked for nnder any other meth-
ment employees for political purposes, | 0d of selecting Judges or any other elass of
Under the iUtll saction the apncinGar public agents. 8o far as our observation

¢ ! section Lhe appoinbing | exionds, when mischief ia sought to be
power is authorized to reccive recom-

done through judicial action, n Judge is
mendations from members as to the |y found whowill be w party to it, it he
charneter and residence of applicants; | Political and sinistor influences are most
and section 11 does not prohibit persons 1'3:“;.;“{,:;';;“;gg';‘,g;'_“ﬁ:ﬂ bbbt
other than members and officers of the | to serve.

government from soliciting and receiving

pecuninry contributions for electioneer

ing purposes. Really it would seem

that it willnot be difficult for persons
who are not scrupulous to evade these

on the work, but knowing the commission-
ers to.be gentlemen of integrity and intelli
gence we presume they contined themselves
to the law governing their action in the
remises.  Wo have no knowlodge of their
aving done otherwise, and are not disposed
to make such an nnwarranted churge,

Judge Wharton

Clinton Argus.] N
Judge Wharton, of this (K
district, is making n fine s s
cial officer, and seems o mett
approval of the law abiding
n]l the counties where he hs
presided. We have heard B
the Grand Jury, at Jackss,
particularly complimented ¥
its comprehensiveness !
If the Judge's efforts arconlf
by the other officers of the o
will soon appear & marked 18
thmuﬁlmut the districts
ness of every character.
Some of the Seerefs |
of the Civil Serv
——

= aca = The real questionat issne is: Tna politi thing pertaining to llK':w!-lhﬂfﬁ-
aal sense, does it ppy & Judge on the Bonch

to do right? We think it does, nnd we are

Tug Enterprise Courier says that Mr.
Wilbur I. Smith, a most competent gen-
tlemoen, has been appointed postmaster at
DeBoto, and we know that Col. J. A,
Blair who has been appointed postmas-
ter at Tupelo, is worthy and  competent,
The Administration is inconsistent in
its civil service reform performances,
It puts in good men like Messrs, Smith
and Blair, and puts out good men like
Robert L. Bennett.  What subtle in-
fluences have effected this inconsistent
and incomprehensible conduct? Can
anybody solve the mystery?

WHoEVER undertakes hereafter to repent
the trite suying that republics are ungrate-
ful, shoulil’ huve sent to thim a copy of the
Pension Appropristion bill, which provides
for paying eighty-seven million dollars in
unE)m\r to disabled soldiers of the Union,
—Ex.

Yes, but what about the neglect to
pension  the soldiers who conguered
peace from Mexico and security for the
future in the shape of territory immenge
inits extent and its wealth?

WASHINGTON.

THE MANNING-BUCHANAN CONTEST.

Mr. Calking, Chairman, presented a
report signed by eighit members, being a
majority of the committee, favorable to
Mr. Manuing, and gave notice that if
the other report should be called up, he
would make nfpoint_ of order that it was
not a report of the commitice. Repre-
sentative Mauning holds his seat, and

Tur New York Supreme Court has
decided that railroads are not relieved
of their responsibilities as common cars
riers by s strike on the part of its oper-
atives.

Last yenr TH8,167 acres of Government
Innd were sold in Alabamn, Arkansas, Flor
ida, Louisinna and Mississippi—the only
Southern States where there is Government
lind, The amount received ways $1,200,000
Of the lund sold 370,032.26 acres are in

Tue Crystal Springs Meteor hus a de-
served and very touching tribute to the
late Martin Faler, who has resided in
Hazlchurst from the foundation of the
place, twenty-six years ago, to his death,
on the 24th January, 1888, Hoe was an
Alsatian by birth, but had lived in Mis-
sissippi since his enrly manhood, follow-
ing the pursnit of a merchant, and was
universully esteemed for his sterling
virtues.

[N the tariff debate in the Sennte Mos-
gre, DBeck, Vance and other Democrata
charged that the Tariff Commission
schedules were the product of a conspir-
acy between the Tarift’ Commisston and
the munufucturers, They read letters
written by Messrs. Kenner and Porter,
members of the Tarif Commisdon, to
the representatives of special interests
during thoe sessions of the commission
containing points and suggestions of
vilue to the interests represented.  Mr.
Morgan. of Alabama, remarked that the
Finance Committee bill was a fraud and
a cheat and the result of conspiracy.

PEXDING the tariff discussion in the
House of Representatives, Mr. Mills of
Texas addressed himself especially to
consideration of the proposed duty on
cotton ties, declaring that no cotton pro-
ducer could vote for a bill, which in re-
sponse to a demand for reduction of that
duty, increased it 162 per cent.

provisions:

S8roriox 10, That no recommendation of
any person who shall a|upli’ for office or
plave nnder the provisions of this act which
may be given by any Senator or mémber of
the House of Representatives, except ns to
character or residence of the applicant,
shall be recelved or considerad by any per-
son ¢oncerned in making any cxamination
or appointment under this act.

Bed. 11, That no Benator, or Representa.
tive, or Territorinl Delegate of the Covngress,
or Senator, Roepresentative, or Delegate
elect, or any officer ar employee of either of
snid houses, and no execntive, judieial, mil-
itary, or naval officer of the United States,
and ne clerk or employee of any depart-
ment, branch, or bureau of the executive,
{udicinl, or military or naval service of the

Tnitod States, shall, directly or indirecly,
solicit or receive, or be in any manner con-
cerned in soliciting or receiving, any assess-
ment, subseription, or contribution for any
political purpose whatever, from any officer,
clerk, or employee of the United States, or
uny department, branch, or burean thereol,
or from any person receiving any salary or
compensation from moneyd derived from
the Treasury of the United Btates,

Tux thirteenth annual report of the
Connecticut Railroad Commissioners was
presented to the Legislature on Wednes-
day last. Nino hundred and sixty miles
of railroad is operating in that State.
Over 100 wiles of steel rails were laid
last year. .

PresipENT WiLsox of the New Or
leans and Memphis Road has informed
the Mayor of Natchez that in conse-
quence of the increased cost, the road

| cannot be built by way of that city.

In his own words:

tuins."”

MASSACHUSETTS is in o bad way, ac-
cording to Gov, Butler's message. He
says: “it has an incompetent, extrave-
gant, ill-balanced government.  Itapeaple
eannot vote; its children are not taught;
its paupers are not fed; its health is not
guarded by the public officials.”
trouble with the old State is, that she
has attended too much to other people's
business.

Judge Houdley, the temporary chair-
man of the last Democratic Conserva-
tive Convention and the next probable
candidate of the democracy for Govern-
or of Ohio, is reported to have said that
he has Jittle faith in the civil service
bill which has just become a law.
will not keep Republicans in nor keep
Demoerats out of the offices, he thinks,
“A track can be laid
around any obstruction the bill con-
Nevertheless, it should have s
fuir trial and stand or fall on its own
merits.

Capt. Fant Declines.

Capt. Jas. T. Fant, who for two terms
has ably and conscientiously filled the
office of District Attorney for the Holly
Springs District, declines to become a
candidate for another election.

The case grew out of a derange-
ment of business by the freight handlery'
strike in that Btate sometime last year.

Louisiann, The sales in that State exceed-
ed by 10,000 aeres the sales in Minnesota,
In Mississippi 2t9.880,81 acres were sold,
These sales indioate an jrmigration boom
in the two States of no ordinnry dimensions

—Ex,;

We regret to say, not so much an “im-
migration hoom” as to Mississippi. The
largest portion of lands in this State
were purchased by capitalists in the ex-
pectation that they would realize large
profits when the “immigration boom”
sets in.

The

Covmier Jourwan: The le of
the United States paid $3,600, in
taxes to the manulacturers of common
window glass Jast year,and still the manu-
facturers are asking for more.

Death of Capt. E. P. Jones
Vicksburg Commercial, 25th,

After a long illness, Capt. E. P. Jones,
died yesterday. The c:lgceued gentle-
man was an Alabamian by nativity. He
wus born in the little town of
borough, Oct. 20th, 1842, During the
civil,war Capt. Jones was one of the most

llant defenders of the fallen Con-

ederacy, In 1866 he came to Vicks
burg and assumed charge of the t
department of the V, & M. railroad

onerous and exacting duties of which
he continued to discharge with marked
faithfulness and ahill?nn to the moment
of his final illness, f'm Mr. Jones

It

tor from Mississippi in 1851 and mem-
ber of the Confederate Senate from
State during the war. » -

will continue to hold it up to t
March.—Telegram 80th. ¢ o

BISHOP THOMPSON.

The majority of the bishops of the
Protestant Episcopal Church have con-
sented to the consecration of Rev. Hugh

Miller Thompson, D. D., #s nesistant

bishop of Mississippi.
A WABHINGTON CASE,
Bpecial to the Times-Democrat. ]

WasaiNeTox, Jan. 25 —The Supreme
Court to-day sustained the State ﬂw of
Alabama nst miscegenation. The
case was that of Alabama vs. Toney
Pace, a colored man. He was convicted
under the State law of living in sexusl
relations with a white woman,
court held that the State law prohibi
mmcefenstmn wis not in conflict wi
;t::u : ourteenth constitutional amend-

-

Sensible,
Special to The Times-Democrat. ]

Wasmixarow, Jan. 27—Mr. J. HL
Mr
Kellogg, informing him
du:tﬁ\h notice iy
088 not
the seat
trict.

Aberdeen Weckly.]
The Southern Reveille

len has sent a formal letter to il

New York Sun.]




